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TO  EACH  HIS  OWN 

PART  II  : THE  GOLD  AND  SILVER  OF  OTTOMAN  AND  REPUBLICAN  TURKEY 

The  Modern  Coinage,  1844-1980 

by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell 3 Lincoln Nebraska , NI  ftLM-12 

(Illustrations  courtesy  of  Cuneyt  Olfer,  Kenneth  M.  MacKenzie  £sl 
and  Krause  Publications,  Inc.) 

(Throughout  this  and  other  articles  dealing  with  Turkish 
coinage  of  any  period 3 I shall  use  the  modem  Turkish  spell- 
ing of  the  names  and  words 3 as  in  Turkey  itself.) 


The  Tugra  of  Sultan  Mecid 

Part  I of  this  series  ( NIB}  Sept.  1982,  pp265-272)  dealt  in  general 
terms  of  some  aspects  of  the  Turkish  coinage.  Rather  surprisingly, 
until  two  decades  or  so  ago,  very  few  individuals  collected  Turkish 
coins,  even  within  modern  Turkey  itself.  Surprising  in  that  the  one 
time  Ottoman  Empire  was  huge  and  long  established,  so  the  coinage 
was  extensive  and  plentiful  enough  to  be  very  inexpensive.  A factor 
may  have  been  that,  like  other  Islamic  coinages,  there  were  no  por- 
traits, while  the  script  and  the  numerals  were  unknown  in  the  West 
except  to  scholars. 

There  were,  of  course,  fine  collections  in  the  great  cabinets  like 
Berlin  and  the  British  Museum.  But,  even  within  Turkey  itself,  there 
was  no  public  collection.  There  were  plenty  of  Ottoman  coins  in  the 
great  Archaeological  Museum  in  Istanbul,  along  with  Greek,  Roman  and 
Byzantine,  for  Asia  Minor,  the  Anatolia  of  modern  Turkey,  the  home 
of  the  earliest  coinage  in  the  West,  is  also  immensely  rich  in  coin 
deposits  and  finds  for  all  periods.  In  the  museum,  however,  the 
coins  were  all  tucked  away  and  it  required  special  permission  to 
examine  them,  a permission  not  easy  to  obtain  and  for  scholars  only. 
Also,  to  the  best  of  my  recollections,  there  were  no  displays  of  any 
coins  in  the  museum  itself. 

After  World  War  II,  in  one  of  the  new  banks  of  Republican  Turkey  (Yapi 
ve  Kredi  Bankasi)  there  was  a numismatist  named  Nuri  Pere  who  alerted 
the  directors  of  the  bank  to  the  fact  that  there  was  no  national 
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collection  of  Turkish  currency,  such  as  were  found  in  other  nations. 
Thus  was  born  the  idea  of  building  such  a collection  for  display  pur- 
poses, to  show  the  nation's  rich  heritage  in  this  field.  In  one  re- 
spect it  was  easy  to  start  building  such  a collection,  in  that  there 
was  an  immense  wealth  of  gold  and  silver  Ottoman  coins  all  over  the 
country  and  only  a tiny  handful  of  serious  collectors.  There  was  one 
difficulty  in  that  by  then  there  had  grown  up  two  generations  of  Turks 
who  could  not  read  the  Ottoman  script  at  all,  it  being  intelligible 
only  to  the  older  generation. 

When  Ataturk  started  Republican  Turkey  (1923)  on  its  modern  - and 
Westernization  - course,  he  set  Turkish  scholars  to  work  on  a phonetic 
Latin  script  to  replace  the  old  Ottoman  one.  This  was  introduced  in 
1927.  It  meant  that  all  old  Turkish  books  (and  of  course  any  new  ones) 
had  to  be  written  in  the  new  script.  To  make  sure  that  this  was  ach- 
ieved, it  was  forbidden  to  use  the  old  script  in  any  public  place. 

It  meant  everyone,  young  and  old,  had  to  go  to  school,  however  learned 
or  illiterate  he  or  she  might  be.  Can  you  imagine  what  it  would  be 
like  if  it  were  suddenly  decreed  that  all  American  books,  maps,  street 
signs,  etc.  had  to  be  rewritten  in  shorthand  (the  reverse  process)? 
Actually  it  was  easier  in  Turkey  for  the  country  was  small  (25,000,000) 
and  the  majority  of  peasants  were  illiterate.  Most  people  were  only 
too  grateful  for  what  Ataturk  had  done  for  the  country  and  were  anxious 
to  cooperate.  Beside  the  nation's  schools,  which  AtatUrk  greatly  ex- 
panded, he  made  all  the  military  to  learn  the  new  alphabet  as  part  of 
a great  new  literacy  program  for  the  whole  country.  When  a soldier 
had  finished  his  military  service  and  returned  to  his  own  village,  he 
was  expected  to  help  with  the  teaching  of  the  new  script,  and  for  those 
illiterate  persons  there,  to  learn  to  read  and  write. 

When  I landed  in  Istanbul  in  the  spring  of  1935,  almost  every  trace  of 
the  old  script  had  vanished  from  all  public  places,  even  in  old  Stam- 
boul.  (Old  Constantinople  was  the  western  side  of  the  Golden  Horn; 
Pera,  Galata  and  beyond  was  the  foreign  or  western  European  section.) 


Istanbul  (Constantinople) 

We  still  referred  to  old  Constantinople  - i.e.  within  the  ancient  city 
walls  - as  Stamboul  as  soon  as  we  had  crossed  the  Galata  Bridge,  or 
the  Golden  Horn  itself,  but  Istanbul  was  the  modern  Turkish  name  for 
the  entire  city.  Older  folks  might  (and  did)  use  the  old  script  priv- 
ately or  for  making  notes.  But,  in  general,  in  those  8 years,  Ataturk 


294 


had  achieved  a miracle,  the  magnitude  of  which  one  had  to  live  there 
to  appreciate  fully. 

Anyway,  thanks  to  Nuri  Pere's  efforts,  the  national  collection  grew  and 
expanded  rapidly.  The  bank  had  the  money,  no  serious  rivals  (technic- 
ally gold  and  silver  could  not  be  exported  in  any  form),  and  the  old 
coins  were  plentiful.  Soon,  enough  coins  had  been  assembled  that  a 
modern  (and  new  Turkish)  catalog  was  needed.  Therefore,  in  1968  Nuri 
Pere's  catalog  Osmanlilarda  Madem  Paralar  (Coins  of  the  Ottoman  Em- 
pire) appeared  in  the  new  Turkish.  It  is  simply  and  briefly  written, 
generously  illustrated  with  excellent  plates  and,  put  into  the  hands 
of  any  would-be  collector,  a book  that  can  be  used  relatively  simply, 
even  if  one  did  not  know  Turkish  (see  vocabulary  at  the  end  of  this 
article).  It  has  a brief  English  resume. 

In  the  early  years  the  coinage  of  the  empire  was  simple:  1)  Altxn, 

which  meant,  simply,  gold;  2)  Ak.ce  ( ak  means  white),  the  small  silver 
coin,  the  asper,  or  one  third  of  a para,  the  principal  coin  in  use 
for  centuries;  3)  Mangvr,  the  copper  coin.  The  word  mangxr  itself  was 
often  used  colloquilly  for  "money",  as  later  was  para.  These  copper 
coins  were  minted,  I suppose,  in  fewer  quantities  than  the  silver,  were 
often  poorly  struck  and  have  survived  in  relatively  few  number  that  it 
is  hard  to  come  by  fine  specimens.  The  ornamentations  used  is  a field 
of  study  and  collecting  itself  (see  Olfer's  book). 


Four  Ornamental  Mangir  minted  in  Adrianople  (Edime)  showing 
obverse  and  reverse . (Courtesy  of  C'imeyt  'Olger).  13-16rm  Dia. 

As  sultans  and  the  Ottoman  Empire  itself  changed,  a bewildering  number 
of  coin  units  emerged.  The  matter  is  complicated  by  the  fact  that  in 
countries  like  Egypt  (Misr)  and  Tunis  (Tunus)  etc.,  though  the 
coins  were  minted  in  the  name  of  the  sultan  reigning,  each  country 
struck  its  coins  in  its  own  mint,  in  its  own  denominations.  The 
variety  is  obvious  when  one  remembers  that  at  its  height  the  Empire 
stretched  from  the  Austrian  border  right  across  to  Persia,  with  ter- 
ritory in  the  Crimea,  and  south  to  the  tip  of  the  Arabian  peninsula, 
then  again  across  North  Africa  to  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar.  But  even 
within  Turkey  proper  there  were  a large  number  of  terms.  As  a result 
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even  authorities  do  not  agree  on  the  exact  relationship  these  denomin- 
ations have  to  each  other.  (Some  day  I hope  to  produce  a vocabulary 
for  collectors  but  hesitate  because  of  the  uncertainty.) 

Until  the  reign  of  Mustafa  IV  (1222/23  A.H. ) 1807/08,  the  main  mint 
was  in  Constantinople,  named  Islambol  (the  city  of  Islam),  whence 

our  old  Stamboul . With  the  accession  of  Mahmut  II  (1223/55  A.H.)  1808- 
39  the  mint  name  was  written  Konstantin(an)iye  L.,kkJ  (city  of  Con- 
stantine). It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  mint  is  not  far  from 
the  site  of  the  Byzantine  mint,  as  we  discovered  during  the  excavations 
of  the  old  Imperial  Palace,  for  which  purpose  I went  to  Turkey  in  1935. 


2%  Piastres  (100  Paras) 

Mahmut  II 

Mahmut  II  struck  the  most  prolific  coinage  of  any  of  the  sultans  (his 
coins  are  still  the  most  likely  ones  to  turn  up),  standards  changed, 
coinage  was  debased  as  the  Empire  sank  further  and  further  into  debt. 
There  were  a bewildering  number  of  denominations.  Abdul  Mecid  succeed- 
ed in  1255  A.H.  (1839)  and  for  the  first  six  years  of  his  reign  the 
old  coinage  standards  and  denominations  were  used.  Beginning  with 
the  sixth  and  seventh  years  of  his  reign,  depending  on  the  denominations, 
a new  or  reformed  coinage  of  standardized  weights  came  into  force. 


Abdul  Mecid  40  Para  or  1 Piastre 


These  were  very  simple.  40  Para  = 1 Piastre  (Kuru§) 

100  Piastres  = 1 Pound  (Lira) 
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It  was  based  on  the  following  standards: 


20  para  (.833  Ar)  0.6  grams  or  20  para 

1 piastre  (Ar)  1.2  grams  or  40  para 

2 piastres  (Ar)  2.35  gr. 

5 piastres  (Ar)  6.0  gr. 

10  piastres  (Ar)  12.0  gr. 

20  piastres  (Ar)  24.0  gr. 

25  piastres  (Au)  1.8  gr. 

50  piastres  (Au)  3.6  gr. 

100  piastres  (Au)  7.2  gr.  (Lira) 

250  piastres  (Au)  18.0  gr.  (2^  Lira) 

500  piastres  (Au)  36.0  gr.  (5  Lira) 


(Cu)  10-16  grams  yirmi  para 

(Cu)  20-22  grams  kuru§ 

iki  kuruq 
Qeyrek  Mecidiye  : Beqlik 
yar'im  mecidiye  onluk 
Mecidiye  or  yirmi  kuruq 
yirmibeqlik 
ellilik 
yuz  luk 
ikiyuzellilik 
beqyuzluk 


Turkish  Numerals 


1 

bir 

1 

2 

iki 

3 

UQ 

r 

4 

dor 

( 

5 

beq 

0 

6 

altr 

7 

7 

yedi 

/ 

8 

sekiz 

A 

9 

dokuz 

9 

10 

on 

/• 

20 

yirmi 

r 

25 

yirmibeq 

30 

ortuz 

r 

40 

kirk 

50 

elli 

O' 

100 

yuz 

1000  bin  /••* 


20  Kuruq  MECIDIYE 


The  20  piastres  (or  crown)  pieces  was  called  the  Mecidiye  and  later  all 
Sultan  Mecid's  coinage  was  called  the  Mecidiye  coinage.  When  I was 
there  people  still  talked  about  the  Mecidiye,  or  crown,  pieces  quite 
commonly.  The  smaller  pieces  one  came  across  in  bazaars,  jewellers' 
shops,  ladies  sewing  baskets  and  so  on,  could  be  purchased  either  from 
jewellers  or  in  the  bazaar  for  their  weight  in  silver,  regardless  of 
date.  Similarly,  if  one  bought  or  sold  gold  coins  like  the  Re§adiyler 
or  British  sovereigns,  they  went  by  the  going  price  of  gold  that  date, 
not  by  the  exchange  rate.  All  the  copper  pieces  are  marked  with  the 
denomination  in  Arabic  (Turkish)  numerals,  whereas  the  silver  pieces 
are  not.  Since  silver  and  gold  went  by  weight,  no  matter.  In  the 
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old  days  coins  had  been  shaved,  but  with  the  advent  of  milling,  that 
went  out.  As  a matter  of  fact  when  I was  first  out  there,  I went  to 
buy  two  crowbars  and  some  spades  for  work  in  the  excavations  and  I 
paid  for  them  by  weight.  During  the  war  when  I was  asked  to  purchase 
a long,  and  very  fine,  silver  chain,  that  also  was  paid  for  by  weight, 
regardless  of  the  fineness  of  the  work.  The  coinage  was  unusual  in 
that  there  were  two  of  its  pieces  for  which  there  was  both  a copper 
and  a silver  coin,  the  20  para  (Cu)  and  ^ piaster  (Ar)  and  the  40  para 
(Cu)  and  1 piastre  (Ar). 

Another  factor  to  note  - at  first  confusing  to  new  collectors  - the 
coinage  is  not  dated  by  the  calendar  year,  but  rather  by  two  numerals. 
These  were  the  year  of  accession  (1255  A.H.  in  the  case  of  Abdul  Mecid) 


Struck  in 

Regnal  Konstanti  niye 

Year  7 1255 

2 Kurus  Silver 3 125S  A.H.3  Year  7 

and  the  regnal  year.  Thus  the  first  coins  of  the  reformed  currency 
bore  the  date,  1255  ( I K<0#)  and  7 or  8 (V  or  A)  , the  regnal  year. 

Thus,  for  the  years  we  are  considering,  the  dates  are  as  follows: 


Abdul  Mecid 

1255 

(1839) 

ir<>6 

AbdUl  Aziz 

1277 

(1861) 

ir 

Murat  V 

1293 

(1876) 

int" 

Abdul  Hamid  II 

1293 

(1876) 

ir*r 

Mehmet  V Re§at 

1327 

(1909) 

»r  rv 

Mehmet  VI 

1336 

(1918) 

irr7 

AbdUl  Mecid  struck  the  Mecidiyeler  for  18  of  the  23  years  of  his  reign, 
beginning  with  year  6(7).  Superficially  to  the  new  collector  all 
these  look  the  same,  apart  from  the  regnal  year.  This  is  found  immed- 
iately below  the  tughra  and  above  the  old  Turkish  "sene".  The  year 
of  accession  is  below  the  inscription  on  the  reverse.  Actually,  in 
the  15th  regnal  year  the  reverse  legend  is  made  in  larger  characters, 
and  there  exists  two  types  for  year.  15,  the  change  evidently  made  in 
the  middle  of  the  year.  In  Cuneyt  Olger's  book  on  the  coinage  it 
shows  that  the  flower  to  the  right  of  the  tughra  also  varies  each 
year,  though  it  would  not  normally  be  noticed.  The  same  is  true  of 
other  of  his  reform  coinage  where  the  flower  is  used. 


nhlM 

500  K, 

250  K 

100  K. 

50  K. 

25  K. 

C ICEK 

■t- 

* 

SENE 

18  - 20 

18  - 22 

5 - 23 

6 -17  20.22 

17  - 23 

Sultan  Abdul  Mecid  Flowers 
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Again,  at  first  sight  the  Mecidiyeler  struck  by  his  successors  look 
very  much  the  same  (and  for  other  denominations)  as  there  are  no  por- 
traits. Because  the  Koran  forbids  the  portrayal  of  humans  (the  com- 
mandment against  graven  images  and  bowing  down  to  them),  portraiture 
in  Ottoman  Turkey  never  began.  Instead  the  pictorial  art,  and  pride, 
of  Islam  is  its  script  or  calligraphy.  Just  as  in  the  West  one  might 
talk  of  a Reubens  or  a Murillo,  so  in  Turkey  one  would  talk  of  the 
calligrapherTekneci  Zade  Ibrahim  (in  Aya  Sofya)  or  Hasan  felebi  Kara- 
hissar  (in  the  Sulemaniye  mosque).  The  wall  decorations  in  an  old  time 
Ottoman  home,  when  not  valuable  rugs,  would  be  a script  picture,  perhaps 
quotations  from  the  Koran  or  from  some  well  known  Turkish  poet.  This 
might  be  just  straight  forward  graceful  writing,  greatly  enlarged;  or 
it  might  be  arranged  (i.e.  by  distorting  the  sizes  of  the  characters) 
in  the  form  of  a bird  or  a ship.  One  of  the  most  clever  pieces  of 
calligraphy  that  I ever  saw  in  Turkey  was  in  the  Ulu  Cami  in  Bursa. 

If  one  looked  straight  at  it,  one  read  one  thing.  Look  at  it  from  the 
left,  about  an  angle  of  45  and  it  read  something  else.  When  one  read 
it  from  the  right,  it  had  a third  reading. 


Thus  for  the  coinage  of  Abdul  Mecid,  the  obverse  side  bears  the  sultan's 
tu§hra,  to  the  right  of  which  is  a flower.  The  similar  coins  of  his 


REQAT  to  right  of  tuQhra 


EL-GHAZI  to  right  of  tiighra 


successors  might  have  nothing,  or  perhaps  a title,  e.g.  Re§at  or  El- 
Ghazi , neatly  drawn,  peculiar  to  that  sultan.  When  one  examines  the 
one  and  two  piastre  pieces,  inside  the  milled  edge  is  a circle  of  12 
stars.  On  the  5,  10  and  20  piastre  pieces  there  is  a circle  of  cres- 
cents within  the  outer  stars.  Within  the  circle  made  by  the  crescents 
there  are  12  more  stars,  each  star  being  in  the  bowl  of  the  crescent. 
The  crescent  is  the  symbol  of  Islam,  as  the  cross  is  of  Christianity. 


On  the  reverse  of  each  demonimation  the  same  motif  is  used.  Within 
the  circle  thus  formed  is  the  legend,  perfectly  balanced.  This  con- 
sists of  the  ruler's  own  name,  sometimes  "son  of",  Mahmutin  the  case 
of  AbdOl  Mecid  (there  were  no  surnames  in  Turkey  until  the  1930' s and 
a man  was  identified  by  his  own  name  and  his  father's),  and  a title 
(or  titles).  Below  is  found  the  symbol  for  "struck  in",  below  that 
"Konstantiniye"  U 1 and  below  that  the  accession  date.  Before 

coins  were  machine"  struck,  each  die  might  vary  some  so  there  could  be 
a number  of  variations  of  the  same  legend,  sometimes  deliberate,  some- 

• times  not  so.  After  all  one  has  only  to  think  of  the  variations  there 
can  be  between  the  same  letters  in  the  Latin  cursive  script.  Just  as 
we  can  identify  the  writing  of  persons  we  know,  so  for  the  great  cal- 
ligraphers each  is  known  by  his  style.  Some  started  "schools"  as  one 
might  say  "after  Van  Dyck". 
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Remember  too  that  the  cursive  script  reads  from  right  to  left,  and 
even  though  the  numerals  are  also  written  from  the  right  to  left,  they 
are  read  orally  the  otherway  around. 

Any  legend  may  be  embellished,  or  decorated  by  the  addition  of  stars, 
or  the  diacriticals  made  in  the  form  of  a star,  or  in  other  ways.  In 
my  way  of  thinking,  the  last  coinage  of  the  Ottoman  Empire  was  its  most 
beautiful  and  certainly  the  last  beautiful  coinage  of  the  Western  world. 
The  inflation  after  World  War  I,  the  depression  and  the  dropping  of  the 
gold  standard  meant  that  countries  debased  their  silver  currencies. 
Inevitably,  after  World  War  II,  with  inflation  everywhere,  silver  was 
gradually  withdrawn,  melted  down  because  the  silver  content  was  worth 
more  than  its  face  value,  and  other  metals  and  alloys  were  used  instead. 


Guide  to  Title,  or  Flower,  Found  to  Right  of  Tuflhra 


Abdul 

AbdUl 

Murat 

Abdul 

Mehmet 

Mehmet 

Mecid 

Aziz 

V 

Hamit  II 

V 

VI 

1255 

1277 

1293 

1293 

1327 

1336 

1 

Pi astre 

Flower 

Nil 

Nil 

1-4  Flower 
8-34  El  Gazi 

R-e§at 

- 

2 

Piastres 

Flower 

Nil 

- 

1 Flower 
8-34  El  Gazi 

1-6  Re§at 

Nil 

5 

Piastres 

Flower 

Nil 

Nil 

1-4  Flower 

1-7  Re§at 

Nil 

8-34  El  Gazi 

7-9  El  Gazi 

10 

Piastres 

Flower 

Nil 

- 

1-3  Flower 

1-7  Re§at 

Nil 

12-33  El  Gazi 

7-10  El  Gazi 

It 

was  not 

uncommon 

custom 

wi thi n 

the  Empire  for  a 

coin  to  be  nicknamed 

for  its  title  bearer.  Thus  the  later  gold  liras  of  Mehmet  V Re§at 
have  that  name  monogrammed  to  the  right  of  the  tughra  and  the  coins 
were  known  as  "Re§adiye".  Abdul  Mecid's  whole  coinage  was  called  the 
Mecidiye  coinage,  while  the  20  piastre  piece  itself  was  called  a 
"Mecidiye".  Earlier,  in  the  reign  of  Mahmut  II,  there  were  gold  pieces 
of  %,  ^ and  1 Cedid  Mahmudiye. 

Although  less  common  for  the  coinage  of  AbdUl  Mecid  and  later,  collect- 
ors of  Ottoman  coins  may  be  surpri sed  to  fi nd  that  quite  often  they  are 
offered  pierced  silver  or  gold  coins.  Also,  it  is  noticeable  that  in 
the  catalogs,  quite  a number  of  the  coins  illustrated  are  pierced.  For 
centuries  within  the  Ottoman  Empire,  as  in  other  such  countries,  gold 
and  silver  pieces  were  not  just  money  for  exchange  purposes,  but  they 
represented  savings  for  one's  old  age,  or  other  special  purposes. 

They  might  thus  be  stored  in  the  ground  for  safety;  or  they  might  be 
used  as  jewellery  in  various  forms  for  a man's  wives  or  daughters. 

When  a girl  was  married  she  had  to  have  a dowry  which  she  might  take 
along  with  her  in  that  form.  The  coins  might  be  decorations  on  a head- 
piece,  or  a necklace,  or  some  other  such  item.  To  be  that  way  they 
had  first  to  be  pierced.  Since  gold  and  silver  went  by  weight  - not 
the  number  of  coins  - no  value  was  lost  in  that  process.  However, 
numismatic  wise,  pierced  coins  always  cost  less  than  the  unpierced, 
and  in  case  of  rare  pieces,  perhaps  a considerable  amount. 
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A few  days  before  I left  Istanbul  in  1947,  I was  passing  a second-hand 
furniture  (and  junk)  store  near  where  we  lived.  As  usual  I gazed  in 
the  window.  On  a table  I noticed  a filthy  piece  of  muslin,  a headpiece 
bordered  with  small  thin  (silver?)  pieces.  In  the  usual  fashion  I went 
in,  interested  in  nothing  in  particular.  I ended  up  buying  the  filthy 
headpiece  for  about  50  cents,  the  owner  feeling  he  had  done  well.  When 
I got  home  I removed  all  the  little  metal  pieces,  washing  them,  and 
found  that  I had  some  150  pieces.  These  were  para  pieces,  some  akje 
of  Mahmut  II  and  back  over  several  reigns.  There  were  also  some  non- 
Turkish  coins,  about  the  same  size.  The  only  one  I still  remember  was 
a Polish  piece.  They  were  all  pierced  but  a nice  buy  anyway  and  are 
now  in  the  Ashmolean  Museum  at  Oxford. 

The  heavier  coinage  of  Abdul  Mecid  and  his  successors  is  rarely  pierc- 
ed, in  part,  perhaps  because  the  coins  are  thick.  However,  many  of 

the  pieces  have  been  converted  into  a variety  of  ornaments.  Thus,  we 
have  two  silver  ash  trays  of  which  each  center  is  made  from  a silver 
Mecidiye.  Some  of  the  smaller  pieces  were  made  into  the  bowls  of  tea 
and  coffee  spoons,  salt  spoons  and  so  on.  Actually  when  we  needed  a 
silver  butterknife,  we  took  several  silver  coins  to  the  jeweller  who 
melted  them  down  for  the  metal  and  charged  us  only  for  the  work. 

Another  time  when  I lost  my  gold  signet  ring,  I took  a Re§adiye  to  the 
same  jeweller  and  he  made  a new  one  from  it. 

As  a matter  of  fact  during  the  later  part  of  World  War  II  when  there 
were  almost  no  coin  collectors  left  in  Istanbul,  many  gold  and  silver 
coins  could  be  purchased  for  the  weight  of  the  metal  in  them.  In  this 

way  I obtained  two  hoards  of  Trebizond  aspers,  one  of  Armenian  trams, 

a small  group  of  Cypriot  besants  and  a large  hoard  of  antoniniani 
(Phi  1 i p/Gordi ani  period).  Most  Turkish  silver  could  be  had  in  the 
same  manner.  Sadly,  I bought  none,  except  the  headpiece,  all  our 
extra  cash  going  for  denarii  or  Byzantine  bronze  and  the  occasional 
silver  piece.  Earlier  in  the  war  I was  commissioned  a number  of  times 
to  buy  Greek  bronze,  Roman  silver  and  so  on  for  persons  in  the  embas- 
sies in  Ankara. 

Mention  needs  to  be  made  of  three  sets  of  Mint  Visit  Issues  of  gold 
and  silver  coins  struck  by  AbdUl  Mecid,  Abdul  Aziz  and  Mehmet  V Re§at. 
Most  are  illustrated  in  Krause  & Mi  shier' s Standard.  Catalog  of  World 
Coins.  It  is  a fact  that  a number  of  the  silver  pieces  found  their 
way  into  circulation.  Since  they  were  of  exactly  the  same  design  as 
the  regular  coinage  this  was  natural.  In  all  probability  they  were 
made  as  presentation  pieces  for  friends  of  the  sultan,  important  per- 
sons and  so  on.  I would  also  suspect  that  they  had  a certain  propa- 
ganda value  for  the  much  diminished  Empire.  The  gold  coins  of  these 
sets  must  not  be  confused  with  the  gold  "monnaies  de  luxe"  which  AbdUl 
Hamid  and  his  successors  issued.  All  of  the  cities  concerned  had  once 
been  mints  of  the  Ottoman  Empire,  but  these  pieces  actually  were  struck 
in  Istanbul.  The  mintages  are  unknown  and  some  pieces  are  less  common 
that  the  others,  particularly  in  quality  condition. 


Thus  Abdul  Mecid  had  50  and  100  piastre  pieces  struck  in  gold  for  his 
visttoEdirne  (on  the  Bulgarian  border)  in  1255/8. 

Sultan  Aziz  struck  1,  2 and  5 piastres  in  silver  and  25,  50  and  100 
piastre  pieces  in  gold  for  Bursa  dated  1277/1.  This  was  the 
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first  capital  of  the  Ottoman  Empire,  its  loveliest  city,  home  of  the 
silk  industry  and  burial  place  for  the  early  sultans. 

The  itinerary  of  Mehmet  V was  much  larger.  Silver  2 and  5 and  gold 
25,  50  and  100  piastres  were  struck  1327/1  for  Bursa.  Silver  2,  5 
and  10  piastres  and  gold  50,  100  and  500  piastres  were  struck  for 
other  cities  as  follows: 


Edi rne 

■W>±_ 

1327/2 

(Edi rne  is  Adrianople) 

Kosova 

1327/3 

(Kosova  is  now  in  Yugoslavia) 

Manasti r 

**4^  t-o 

1327/3 

(Manistir  is  now  in  Yugoslavia) 

Sel §ni k 

ULiL. 

1327/3 

(Selanik  [Thessalcni ca  or  Salonica] 
in  Greece) 

Gold  Coinage 

Like  the  silver  and  copper,  the  gold  coinage  of  Mahmut  II  was  rather 
flamboyant.  His  basic  unit  was  the  (Rumi)  "altin"  - altin  being  simply 
the  word  meaning  gold.  This  is  a characteristic  of  old  Turkish  which 
often  uses  the  descriptive  word  for  the  actual  name.  "Rumi",  origin- 
ally Roman,  for  the  Eastern  Empire,  and  hence  "Byzantine".  Eventually 
it  was  used  for  what  once  had  been  Asia  Minor,  or  Romano-Byzantine 
territory,  and  so  to  Anatolia,  and  thence  "Ottoman".  It  is  probably 
hard  to  comprehend  unless  one  know  the  long  history  of  Asia  Minor  to 
modern  Turkey.  Mahmut' s unit  was  2.4  grams.  Unfortunately  he  made  a 
variety  of  innovations  in  his  gold  coinage  as  well  as  having  a simul- 
taneous series,  as  Abdul  Hamid  was  to  do  later.  This  must  have  been 
confusing  except  that  gold  went  by  weight  anyway;  now  at  least  it  gives 
the  collector  variety. 

AbdUl  Mecid  reformed  the  gold  coinage  just  as  he  did  the  silver  and 
copper.  The  table  shows  the  regnal  dates  of  introduction.  Later,  as 
it  happened,  Abdul  Hamit  followed  the  example  of  Mahmut  in  having  two 
simultaneous  series  of  gold  when  he  introduced  the  "monnaies  de  luxe", 
beginning  with  the  25  piastre  piece  in  his  23rd  year. 


Reform  Coinage 

Regular 

Monnaies  de  luxe 

12^  Piastres 

1293/25 

1293/25 

25  Piastres 

1255/17 

1293/23 

50  Piastres 

1255/6 

1293/24 

100  Piastres 

1255/5 

1293/23 

250  Piastres 

1255/7 

1293/24 

500  Piastres 

1255/6 

1293/26 

gold  coinage  was 

in  accordance  with 

the  new  style  silver,  but  more 

ornate.  Also,  for  the  different  reigns,  the  same  variations  are  found 
as  for  the  silver  series,  i.e.  the  flower  or  not,  or  title,  tughra, 
accession  date,  regnal  year. 

While  in  general  the  designs  of  the  reformed  gold  followed  the  style 
of  the  silver,  it  is  more  elaborate;  the  quantity  of  gold  in  each  piece 
was  the  same  as  in  the  regular  series,  but  the  coins  themselves  were 
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both  larger  and  thinner.  They  are  handsome,  if  flamboyant. 

Exceptions  are  the  20  and  50  piastre  pieces  of  1293,  and  the  100  pia- 
stre pieces  of  1293,  1327  and  1336  which  are  out  of  keeping  with  the 
designs  of  the  others.  In  these  coins  the  legends,  on  both  sides, 
are  circular,  taking  up  much  of  the  face  of  the  coin.  The  obverse 
still  has  the  tu§hra  in  the  center,  while  on  the  reverse  is  the  date 
and  mint.  These  coins  are  good  examples  of  the  old  script,  not  just 
as  legends  but  for  art  and  decoration  as  well. 

The  obverse  reads,  "Reliance  upon  the  Destiny  of  the  Divine  Kingdom 
of  the  Ottoman  Government".  The  reverse  is,  "The  Sultan,  Defender 
of  the  Faith,  AbdUl  Hamid,  Lord,  son  of  the  Sultan,  Defender  of  the 
Faith,  Abdul  Mecid,  May  His  kingdom  endure." 

Mint  quantities  are  not  known  for  sure;  where  they  are  the  numbers 
are  uncertain.  However,  some  dates  do  turn  up  less  frequently  than 
others,  so  they  may  be  more  rare.  Even  before  gold  went  sky  high, 
there  was  no  date  collecting  here  anymore  than  with  the  monnaies  de 
luxe  of  the  Republic. 

Like  the  "silver"  city  series,  these  coins  were  struck  primarily  for 
presentation  purposes,  perhaps  for  jewel lry,  for  which  their  use  has 
already  been  described. 

Coinage  Within  the  Ottoman  Empire 

During  the  reign  of  Sultans  AbdUl  Mecid,  AbdUl  Aziz,  Murat  V and  AbdUl 
Hamit  II,  the  Empire  consisted  of  what  now  we  know  as  Iraq,  Jordan, 
Syria,  Lebanon,  Palestine  and  on  south  to  the  tip  of  Saudi  Arabia. 

From  thence  across  North  Africa  to  include  Egypt  and  Tunisia.  Once 

there  had  been  important  mints  in  Bagdad  , Aleppo  (Halep) 

v~kr',  Damascus  (§am)  , Egypt  (Misr)  , and  Tunis 

orI * * * 5/-.  Except  in  the  latter  two,  the  coinage  that  circulated  was 

that  of  the  Ottoman  currency  struck  in  Konstantiniye  * • How- 

ever, it  was  helped  out  considerably  by  non-Turkish  silver  and  gold 
which  was  used  for  trade  and  circulated  widely,  such  pieces  as  the 
Maria  Theresa  thalers,  especially  minted  for  the  trade  because  its 
silver  quality  was  known  and  trusted,  the  British  sovereigns  and  so  on. 
Sometimes  these  pieces  had  countermarks  stamped  upon  them;  more  often 
not.  Lawrence  of  Arabia's  campaign  was  financed  almost  entirely  in 
quantities  of  sovereigns,  especially  minted.  The  same  was  true,  to  a 
lesser  extent  of  the  trade  in  Pera  and  Galata. 

I remember  a story  I heard  several  times  when  first  I was  in  Istanbul 

(1935).  It  was  about  the  Ottoman  years  when  the  money  changers  (in 
the  great  old  days  before  currency  restrictions,  and  when  money  was 
money)  had  had  their  open  stalls  on  the  Grande  Rue  de  Pera  (now  the 

Istiklal  Cadd.).  In  an  effort  to  get  the  attentions  of  the  passers 

by,  each  dealer  would  shuffle  a largish  pile  of  mecidiyeler  in  his 
hands.  I was  told  that  this  made  sufficient  noise  so  that  in  the 
summer,  when  the  windows  of  the  English  High  School  for  Girls  on  the 
third  and  fourth  floors  were  open,  the  sound  was  very  audible.  (It 

used  to  surprise  non-residents  in  Turkey  to  find  that  shops  of  the 
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same  type  were  all  grouped  together,  instead  of  scattered  out  as  in 
any  European  city,  a habit  from  the  days  of  ancient  Rome  and  Greece.) 

Be  this  as  it  may,  the  only  two  portions  of  the  EmDire  still  striking 
a coinage  in  the  name  of  the  sultan  were  Egypt  (Misr)  and  Tunis  (Tunus) 
. This  remained  true  even  after  1882  when  the  British  actually 
took  over  the  rule  of  Egypt,  which  continued  until  it  became  a pro- 
tectorate in  1914.  In  Tunis  it  lasted  until  the  French  proclaimed  a 
protectorate  there  in  1881. 

Since  the  coinage  of  each  country  bore  the  name  of  the  reigning  Otto- 
man sultan,  this  is  a legitimate  area  of  concern  for  the  Ottoman  spec- 
ialist. 

Egypt  had  a separate  monetary  system  and  names  for  some  of  the  coins. 
When  they  were  the  same  denomination  the  value  of  the  coin  was  not 
the  same  in  both  lands.  From  1834/88  the  system  was: 

40  para  = 1 guerche  or  piastre 
100  guerche  = 1 pound. 

"Guerche"  was  the  Arabic  form  of  the  Turkish  "kurus".  The  coinage  is 
quite  complex  with  more  denominations  and  thus  a bewildering  variety 
of  coins.  The  actual  denomination  of  each  coin  is  below  the  tughra 
in  Arabic,  while  the  regnal  year  is  on  the  reverse  above  the  legend, 

the  date  of  accession  being  below  it  as  in  Turkey. 

For  anyone  who  knows  the  Ottoman  coinage  well,  few 
issues  of  the  two  countries  look  much  alike,  How- 
ever, the  Arabic  "Misr"  as  the  mintmark  shows  the 
country  at  once.  Moreover  the  currency  was  also 
struck  for  Egyptian  use  in  Birmingham  (H  for  Heaton) 
and  in  Kings  Norton  (KN),  both  in  the  United  Kingdom. 
Coins  were  also  struck  in  Budapest,  Hungary,  whence 
the  BP. 

The  gold  coinage  was  5 guerche  {%  rubiya  or  mahbub) 
on  up  to  500  guerche.  No  "monnaies  de  luxe"  were 
struck.  There  was  also  a parallel  silver  coinage  as  high  as  the  20 
guerche,  large  pieces  like  the  "mecidiyeler"  of  Turkey.  The  silver 
was  often  debased,  so  that  its  relationship  with  the  gold  varied. 
Because  of  its  complexity  and  variety,  Egypt  is  a field  of  study  of 
i ts  own . * 

♦♦  ' «M> 

Tunis  had  a totally  different  system.  Thus  the  denominations  were: 

2 burbes  1 asper 

13  burbes  1 kharub 

16  kharub  1 piastre  (sebile) 

This  lasted  until  France  took  over  in  1881.  The  coins  are  very  dis- 
tinctive, apart  from  the  mint  name  "TUNUS"  on  the  reverse  above 

the  date.  Each  coin  is  dated  with  the  actual  year  (see  illustration 
following  page).  Following  the  accession  of  Abdul  Mecid  in  1272  A.H. 
the  name  of  the  Bey  of  Tunis  was  also  part  of  the  legends.  Except 
for  the  hi  h and  1 piastres,  or  the  4,  8 kharub  and  1 piastre,  all 


REGNAL  YEAR 


MISR-  ACCESSION  DATE 
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struck 
in 
Tunus 
year 
1263  A 


(5)  Riyal  (5  Kuru§) 


the  coins  bear  a wreath  on  either 
side  and  therefore  the  country  is 
quickly  spotted.  Gold  was  struck 
for  4 piastres  up  to  100  piastres. 
Those  coins  struck  in  Tunis  Jpy 
in  1281  A.H.,  but  from  Heaton  dies, 
are  quite  distinctive  because  of 
their  quality. 

Coin  names  always  fascinate  me. 

Thus  "asper"  comes  from  a Greek 
word  meaning  "white",  and  hence  "silver"  as  opposed  to  "copper". 

Under  the  earlier  Ottoman  it  became  akce,  "Ak"  meaning  "white",  which 
again  meant  "silver"  as  opposed  to  "copper1".  "Asper"  was  the  denomin- 
ation, as  well  as  the  name  of  the  coins  minted  by  the  Trebizond  Empire. 
Because  of  its  standard  weight,  purity  and  extensive  use  in  trade,  the 
term  asper  became  widespread,  other  coinages  were  modelled  and  based 
on  it,  and  so  it  was  known  elsewhere.  At  the  same  time  the  "kharub" 
(sometimes  transliterated  "caroub"),  a ^ asper  of  billon,  was  probably 
the  same  as  "kharrubeh",  1/18  or  1/16  of  a dirhem.  It  was  a grain  of 
the  kharrubeh  tree  which  equalled  three  grains  of  wheat.  The  kharrubeh 
tree  (Arabic)  became  the  French  "carobe"  and  hence  our  name,  "carob 
tree".  Known  to  us  as  the  "locust  tree",  it  is  best  known  for  its 
pods.  The  beans  are  nutritious  and  were  much  used  for  feeding  animals. 
At  one  time  they  could  be  seen  in  the  fruit  shops  in  the  Mediterranean 
area. 


Tunis  showing  quatre-foil  form 
1/2  Kuru§j  Year  1256 


Turkish  Vocabulary 

Adit 

named,  called 

Altm 

gold 

Azze  nasrUhU 

May  His  (God's)  assistance  to  him  be  powerful 

Baki  r 

copper 

Cedid 

new,  modern 

Ceyrek 

quarter  (%),  one  fourth 

fifek 

flower 

£ifte 

double,  paired 

Damga 

instrument,  stamp,  hallmark 
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Darp 

hitting,  blow 

Darpane 

mint 

Duribe  fi 

it  was  struck  in 

Gibidi  r 

it  is  like 

Gumu§ 

s i 1 ve  r 

Han 

sovereign,  ruler  (title) 

Izimsiz 

without  a name 

-ler,  -lar 

as  a suffix  makes  a noun  plural 

-luk,  -lik 

as  a suffix,  piece 

Ortada 

in  the  middle 

Sene 

year 

Sa^inda 

on  the  right,  Sa§-right 

-Siz 

prefix,  without 

Tek 

single,  odd  number 

Tu§ra 

Sultan's  monogram 

SultanUl  (ti- 
tle) berreyni 

Lord  of  the  Two  Continents  (Europe,  Asia) 

Vardi  r 

there  is 

Yarim 

half,  ^ 

Notes:  Turkish  has  no  "j"  or  "w" 

"d"  & "t"  are  sometimes  used  as  if  the  same,  i.e.  "Hamit"  or 
"Hamid". 

Turkish  has  letters  English  does  not  have:  f - ch 

§ - sh 
c - j 

i or  i,  o or  B,  u or  U,  g or  g. 

With  this  simple  vocabulary,  the  essential  parts  of  Nuri  Pere  can  be 
read  and  used. 

SAUDI  ARABIA 
JiA  » Hejaz  and  Nejd 

No  article  on  the  Ottoman  coinage  would  be  complete  without  this  no- 
tation about  these  two  lands,  once  a part  of  the  Empire  but  which 
today  are  united  as  Saudi  Arabia  under  the  Saud  dynasty.  In  these 
two  areas  the  official  circulation  was  the  Ottoman  currency  struck 
in  Konstantiniye  l.-.&U.J i , together  with  recognized  gold  and  silver 
coinages  of  Western  Europe  and  India.  The  best  known  coins,  however, 
were  the  thalers  of  Maria  Theresa  of  Austria  of  1780,  and  long  since 
dead.  Since  they  had  long  been  known  and  recognized  for  their  silver 
content,  even  though  the  obverse  portrayed  a human  bust,  these  pieces 
were  accepted  in  trade  in  those  most  conservative  of  Islamic  lands. 

In  fact,  they  continued  to  be  reminted,  especially  for  that  trade. 
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"HEJAZ"  c/s  on  Turkey  20  Para  (Y45) 

These  thalers  are  known  with  the 
overstrikes,  Hejaz  and  Nejd,  but 
unfortunately  there  are  many  forg- 
eries, or  pieces  struck  since  1923. 
"HEJAZ"  a/s  on  Austria  M.T.  Beside  the  thalers  there  are  known 

Thaler  (Y55)  Ottoman  silver  pieces  of  2,  5,  10 

and  20  piastres  of  1327  A.H.,  in 

both  lands;  also  are  found  rupees  of  India  as  well  as  British  silver 
coins  of  Victoria  and  George  IV,  similarly  surcharged. 


This  is  an  area  of  great  controversy  as  to  what  is,  or  is  not,  a 
genuinely  countermarked  piece,  i.e.  was  so  struck  prior  to  1923. 

The  problem  is  that  so  many  pieces  of  this  kind  have  surfaced  in  the 
last  25  years  that  collectors  and  musuem  officials  are  very  suspicious. 
(It  is  important  to  remember  that  the  entire  population  of  this  area 
was  extremely  small,  coupled  with  the  fact  that  even  fewer  of  that 
population  would  ever  be  concerned  with  silver  or  gold  in  any  quan- 
tity.) I do  not  pretend  to  pronounce  on  the  genuineness  and  details 
of  the  countermarks  themselves.  But  I do  believe  there  is  a factor, 
usually  neglected  by  individuals  not  familiar  with  that  part  of  the 
world.  Gold  and  silver  coins  were  not  just  the  change  one  used  to  go 
to  the  bazaars  (unless  one  was  buying  diamonds  or  valuable  rugs);  they 
were  bullion  - savings  for  the  days  of  need.  Such  pieces  might  go 
into  the  bottom  of  a merchant's  sandik  (chest),  or  in  a peasant's 
savings,  or  as  a dowry.  They  might  not  emerge  for  years,  until  dire 
need.  I have  known  of  such  hoards  in  Turkey.  But  with  the  incredible 
wealth  brought  to  Arab  lands  by  oil  after  World  War  II,  much  of  such 
material  began  to  emerge  as  no  longer  vital  - except  perhaps  gold. 


Much  of  the  day  to  day  business  of  the  area  would  have  been  by  barter 
and  small  coin  exchange.  With  the  coming  of  the  campaign  of  Lawrence 
of  Arabia,  British  gold  sovereigns  were  poured  into  the  country  in 
great  quantities.  But  also  the  emerging  power  Ibn  Saud,  as  a sign  of 
independence,  began  to  overstrike  small  currency  (some  may  have  been 
done  before).  As  far  as  Ottoman  collectors  are  concerned,  beside  the 
silver  pieces  mentioned,  the  coins  for  which  to  watch  out  are  the  10 
para  (billon)  C266  of  1 255/y rs . 1 /5  and  of  1 327/yrs .2/7 , Y44.  Actually 
the  first  pieces  to  be  noticed  were  very  small  change  indeed;  these 
were  the  nickel  20  para  of  1 327/yrs. 2/6  (Y45)  and  the  nickel  40  para 
1 327/yrs . 2/5  (Y46),  1327/yrs.8,9  (Y46a),  and  1336/4  (Y58).  There  is 
also  a billon  20  para  piece  of  1255  A.H.  thought  by  some  to  be  a re- 
cent fabrication. 


For  Nejd,  beside  the  thalers,  Krause-Mishler  lists  the  10  and  20  bil- 
lon para  of  1255/yrs . 1/5 , with  the  same  notation.  Beside  the  Turkey 
1327  silver  pieces,  Egyptian  countermarked  pieces  are  also  known  - 
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logical  on  account  of  the  proximity  and  trade.  These  are  Egypt  Y31 
and  Y40,  5 piastres,  Y21  10  piastres  and  Y33  20  piastres.  Perhaps 
one  should  also  note  that  actual  Turkish  sovereignty  was  very  nominal. 

Since  Mecca,  the  capital  of  the  Hejaz,  was  the  chief  place  of  pilgrim- 
age for  all  Muslims,  one  would  suspect  that  in  the  days  prior  to 
World  War  I,  gold  and  silver  currency  of  many  countries  was  to  be  found 
there,  brought  by  pilgrims  from  all  over  the  world,  their  native  lands. 

There  is  one  comment  that  one  often  finds  in  old  travel  books,  and 
that  would  be  the  account  of  some  traveler  or  government  official  who 
had  lived  and  worked  in  those  lands  and  who  had  noticed  the  types  of 
coins  circulating  in  the  bazaars.  Unfortunately,  such  persons  were 
few  and  far  between,  prior  to  World  War  I. 


Bibliography: 

Coins  of  the  Ottoman  Empire.  Sultan,  Jem  (Cem),  1977.  The  primary 
work  in  the  English  language  with  first  class  photographs  of 
each  coin;  the  small  pieces  are  shown  enlarged  as  well. 

Osmanlvlarda  Madeni  Raralar.  Pere,  Nuri . The  standard  work  in  Tur- 
kish, with  excellent  plates  of  nearly  every  coin.  It  can  easily 
be  used  by  someone  new  to  the  language,  with  the  aid  of  the 
vocabulary  listed. 

Standard  Catalog  of  World  Coins.  Krause/Mishler,  1981.  A general 
work;  the  details  are  good,  but  the  plates  are  poor,  though 
valuable  for  general  use. 

Ottoman  Coinage  During  the  Reign  of  Sultan  Anbulmecid  Han.  Olfer,  C. 
Oljer  is  the  great  Turkish  scholar  and  authority  on  the  Ottoman 
coinage,  author  of  many  specialized  books.  This  one  is  in  Tur- 
kish and  English. 

The  Ever  Victorious.  Sultan,  Jem.  The  beginner's  handbook  with  de- 
tailed explanations  of  the  makeup  of  Ottoman  coins. 

Arabic  Coins  and  How  to  Read  Them.  Plant,  R.  , 1973.  The  same  type 
of  book  only  more  general  in  nature,  dealing  with  all  Islamic 
coi nages . 

Catalog  of  Modem  World  Coins.  Yeoman,  R.  S. 

(For  detailed  study  there  are  many  more  books  by  Turkish  scholars, 
but  all  require  a working  knowledge  of  Turkish.) 

BERMUDA  - 1983  BRASS  DOLLAR  COIN 


by  John  DeMarais 3 Dallas 3 Texas 3 NI  ft 1539 

The  Bermuda  Monetary  Authority  has  issued  nickel-brass  one-dollar  coins 
into  circulation.  These  new  dollars  are  much  like  the  new  British 
1 -pound  coins.  Both  are  22.5mm  in  diameter  and  weigh  about  9.5  grams. 
Both  also  have  lettered-reeded  edges.  The  Bermuda  dollar  has  the  in- 
cuse words  "Bermuda  Monetary  Authority"  underneath  fine  reeding  on  its 
edges.  The  obverse  bears  the  usual,  current  bust  of  Elizabeth  II,  while 
the  reverse  has  a sea  bird  flying  over  the  island  of  Bermuda. 
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THE  VICTORIA  CROSS 


by  Collectors  Research  Ltd. 


The  Victoria  Cross  is  one  of  the  most  coveted 
possessions  of  collectors  in  that  section  of 
numismatics  of  "Medals  and  Decorations".  It  is 
the  highest  awardable  decoration  for  soldiers, 
sailors  and  airmen  in  the  armed  forces  in  any  of 
the  member  nations  of  the  British  Commonwealth. 


The  decoration  was  first  instituted  in  1856  during 
Crimean  War  by  Queen  Victoria  at,  it  is  said,  the 
suggestion  of  Albert,  the  Prince  Consort.  At  the 
first  bestowal  ceremony,  Victoria  personally 
decorated  fourteen  sailors  and  forty-seven  soldiers. 


The  V.C.  itself  is  of  bronze  which  was  taken  from 
a Russian  cannon  captured  at  Sebastopol.  It  is  in 
the  form  of  a Maltese  cross  bearing  a lion  "stan- 
tant  gardant"  over  a cross  and  the  words  "For 
Valour";  on  the  reverse  is  engraved  the  date  of 
the  action  for  which  the  decoration  was  bestowed. 
The  cross  is  suspended  from  a "V"  which  attaches 
it  to  a clasp  decorated  with  laurel  leaves.  The 
first  crosses  had  a blue  ribbon  for  the  Navy  and  a crimson  one  for  the 
Army;  this  has  since  been  standardized  to  crimson  for  all  branches  since 
the  First  World  War. 


"FOR  VALOUR" 
(front  only  shown) 


Taprell  Darling  ( Ribbons  and  Medals)  says  that  1,343  Crosses  in  all 
have  been  awarded  (A. Ed.  to  pre-1969  when  this  article  was  written) 

including  three  with  bars  (the  equivalent  of  winning  the  decoration 
twice!).  At  first,  Crosses  won  at  the  cost  of  the  recipient's  life 
were  merely  noted  in  the  official  Gazette , but  in  1902,  King  Edward 
ordered  such  Crosses  to  be  awarded  to  relatives  and  this  was  made 
retroactive. 


Another  change  made  was  that* at  first,  the  Crosses  could  be  awarded 
for  outstanding  gallantry  performed  by  members  of  the  armed  forces, 
although  in  this  category  including  one  to  Private  Timothy  O'Hea  who 
extinguished  a fire  aboard  an  ammunition  train  during  Canada's  Fenien 
Raids  (1866).  This  has  since  been  changed  to  be  for  outstanding  acts 
only  in  action. 

Although  women  are  eligible  for  award,  none  have  been  so  bestowed;  the 
obvious  lack  of  combat  opportunity  is  the  answer. 

One  family  seems  to  hold  the  monopoly  for  earning  the  award  --  Major 
C.J.S.  Gough  (Indian  Mutiny  1857-8);  his  brother  Lt.  H.H.  Gough 
(Indian  Mutiny)  and  the  Major's  son,  Captain  J.E.  Gough  (Somaliland 
in  1903). 

********************************************************************** 


WHEEL  MONEY:  One  of  the  wheel -shaped  metal  objects  of  the  Bronze  Age, 

regarded  by  some  as  money,  but  by  others  as  symbols  of  the  sun. 
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THE  WHISKEY  TOKEN  NUMYSTERY 


by  James  0.  Sweeny , Highlands,  North  Carolina , NI  ft 1641 

From  old  copies  of  outgoing  correspondence  in  the  files  of  The  Birming- 
ham Mint,  the  following  story  evolves  which  is  an  interesting  commen- 
tary on  the  times,  but  which  also  gives  rise  to  a Numystery.  Perhaps 
some  knowledgeable  reader  can  come  up  with  an  answer. 

On  1 July  1910,  Ralph  Heaton  IV  (then  Managing  Director  of  The  Mint, 
Birmingham,  Ltd.)  wrote  to  an  agent  in  Argentina:  "...  We  have  been 

making  about  200,000  brass  checks  to  fit  in  the  bottoms  of  whiskey 
bottles  for  the  Argentine.  This  idea  is  to  prevent  Scotch  whiskey 
bottles  being  refilled  with  your  potato-whiskey,  and  to  insure  the 
bottle  being  broken  when  emptied.  I understand  the  importers  of  spir- 
its put  so  many  sovereigns  in  the  thousand  bottles,  and  the  rest  are 
brass  checks,  so  that  everyone  breaks  his  bottle  with  the  hope  of 
finding  a sov." 

The  last  letter  in  the  same  letter-book,  dated  31  August  1910,  states 
as  follows:  "...  With  reference  to  the  brass  check  business  for  the 

spirit-bottles,  we  are  writing  to  the  man  who  supplies  the  bottles  for 
the  present  order,  asking  him  to  approach  Dewar  & Co.,  with  a view  to 
getting  them  to  take  up  the  same  idea,  and  I hope  something  will  come 
of  it." 

Whether  anything  came  of  it  or  not  remains  unanswered.  However,  the 
Orderbook  of  The  Birmingham  Mint  shows  that  between  31  May  1910  and 
17  July  1912,  some  1,650,000  of  these  tokens  were  ordered  and  presum- 
ably shipped.  The  first  entry  read  "31  May  1910  - 200,000  gilding 
metal  medals  to  sample.  Centenario  Argentina  1810-1910."  (Gilding 
metal  was  a bronze  of  95%  copper  and  5%  zinc.) 

If  we  can  take  the  quoted  letters  literally,  one  would  assume  that 
the  tokens  were  designed  to  resemble  British  sovereigns  of  the  period, 
in  which  case  they  would  probably  be  about  21mm  diameter  with  a head 
of  Edward  VI  on  the  obverse,  and  an  inscription  mentioning  the  Argen- 
tina Centenario  1810-1910  on  the  reverse.  This,  of  course,  is  pure 
speculation.  No  specimens  remain  in  the  Coin  Cabinet  at  The  Birming- 
ham Mint,  but  with  some  1^  million  having  been  produced,  one  would 
think  they  would  be  fairly  common  numismatic  items  yet  today.  So  far, 
however,  this  author  has  been  unable  to  find  any  tokens  which  might 
fill  the  bill.  If  any  reader  is  aware  of  such,  a description  sent  to 
the  editor  of  the  NI  BULLETIN  would  be  appreciated. 

********************************************************************* 


HONDURAS  - NEW  50-CENTAV0  TYPE 


by  John  DeMarais , Dallas , Texas,  NI  ft!539 

A new  type  of  50-centavo  coin  is  now  in  circulation  in  Honduras.  It 
is  of  the  same  type  as  the  20-centavo  coin  dated  1978.  The  50-centavo 
coin  is  also  dated  1978.  It  is  24mm  in  diameter,  struck  in  cupro- 
nickel, and  has  a reeded  edge.  Fifty  centavos  in  Honduran  currency 
equals  25  cent  in  U.S.  money. 
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DANISH  DENNINGS  HIGHLIGHT  11th  RUSSIAN  NUMISMATIC  SOCIETY  JOURNAL 


The  Summer  1983  issue  of  the  Russian  Numismatic  Society's  JOURNAL  has 
much  for  all  Russian  coin  enthusiasts,  under  the  expert  editorship  of 
Randolph  Zander.  This  issue's  highlight  is  on  Danish  Dennings  by 
Bernard  Brekke  and  Anders  Berglund  (see  Book  Reviews  section  for  a 
review).  It  also  offers  articles  on  "A  Hebrew  Medal  for  Peter  the 
Great"  by  Jan  Perkowski ; Randolph  Zander  pens  "Copper  Forgeries  and 
Fantasies"  and  "Tales  from  the  Gorky  Woods"  by  Samuel  Clements,  who, 
to  quote  editor  Zander, "regales  us  with  a charming  account  of  flea- 
market  numismatics  in  present-day  Moscow,  where  the  fakes  we're  con- 
cerned with  are  a frequent  stock  in  trade". 

On  "Danish  Dennings",  Bernard  Brekke  and  Anders  Berglund  join  forces 
to  bring  to  the  numismatic  world  their  first-rate  research  on  these 
coins  made  by  order  of  King  Christian  IV  (1588-1648)  of  Denmark  who 
had  a reputation  for  minting  coins  for  facilitating  trade  with  par- 
ticular countries.  For  his  trade  with  Russia  thru  its  North  Coast 
trading  posts  he  had  a quantity  of  minor  silver  coins  minted  called 
"dennings".  The  name  derives  from  the  Russian  "denga"  and  were  almost 
exact  replicas  of  the  Kopecks,  NOT  dengas,  with  the  horseman  holding 
a spear  on  one  side  and  legend  on  the  reverse  (sometimes  a blundered 
Cyrillic  one;  on  others  Christian  IV  had  his  copies  engraved  with  for- 
mal German  legend,  and  another  batch  carries  a pseudo-Cyrillic  in- 
scription) . 

In  short  - "Bernard  Brekke  presents  a reasoned  exposition  of  the  back- 
ground and  of  the  issuance  of  these  curious  coins  - and  Anders  Berglund 
offered  a persuasive  demonstration  of  which  pieces  the  series  should  be 
considered  to  embrace.  The  authors  are  confident  they'll  have  provoked 
responses  and  challenges.  They'd  be  the  first  to  insist  that  important 
aspects  of  the  subject  are  by  no  means  definitively  settled.  So  look 
for  a lively  correspondence  page  in  the  next  JOURNAL",  concludes  editor 
Randolph  Zander. 

(Information  on  the  Russian  Numismatic  Society  may  be  obtained  by 
contacting  Randolph  Zander,  Box  3013,  Alexandria,  VA  22302.) 
*********************************************************************** 

EAST  ASIA  JOURNAL  REWARDS  AUTHORS  FOR  BEST  ARTICLES  OF  1982 

Bruce  W.  Smith,  publisher  of  the  EAST  ASIA  JOURNAL,  recently  announced 
the  names  of  the  recipients  of  the  best  articles  awards  for  1982. 

Each  year  the  EAST  ASIA  JOURNAL  awards  two  $50.00  prizes  for  the  best 
articles  published  in  the  magazine.  The  1982  awards  go  to: 

HOWARD  A.  DANIEL  III.  "Currency  in  North  China  During  World  War  II". 

R.  BYRON  WHITE.  "Notes  of  Korean  Cash  Coins". 

The  EAST  ASIA  JOURNAL  is  a quarterly  magazine  averaging  100  pages  per 
issue,  dealing  exclusively  with  coins,  paper  money,  tokens  and  medals 
of  the  far  east  - especially  China,  Japan,  Korea  and  Vietnam.  It  is 
the  only  magazine  on  far  eastern  numismatics  published  in  the  western 
world,  and  the  only  English  language  publication  of  its  kind  in  the 
world.  A year's  subscription  costs  only  $15.00  in  the  U.S.A.  or  $20.00 
in  Canada  or  overseas  (via  airmail).  Further  information  may  be  ob- 
tained from  the  publisher  at  P.  0.  Box  11205,  Ft.  Wayne,  IN  46856. 
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NUMISMATIC  CROSSWORD  PUZZLE 


by  George  H.  Becht,  Rochester,  Minnesota,  NI  # 1651 


ACROSS 


1.  Hindustani  copper  coin 
4.  Rum  cake 
8.  Indonesian  island 

12.  Adam's  rib 

13.  Segment 

14.  Ardor 

15.  Strong  ale 

16.  Ragusan  silver  coin 
18.  English  gold  coin 

20.  Acorn 

21 . Clenched  hand 
24.  Coin  substitute 

28.  Scudo  of  Monteferrato 

32.  Knob 

33.  Bow-shape 

34.  Our  : Fr. 


36.  One  tenth  of  sen 

37.  Zoo  sound 
39.  Gifts 

41 . Donate 

43.  Sac  : comb,  form 

44.  Adage 

46.  Metal  analysis 
50.  Urban 

55.  Suffix 

56.  Egyptian  deity 

57.  Sinhalese  hook  money 

58.  Mire 

59.  Ceylonese  copper  coin 

60.  English  college 

61.  Age 
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DOWN 


1. 

Tuscan  ten  lira 

28. 

Peel 

2. 

The  Bard's  river 

29. 

Ferrum 

3. 

Nickname  for  guinea 

30. 

Carangid  fish 

4. 

Mass  of  gold  or  silver 

31. 

Three  : Lat. 

5. 

Nepalese  gold  coin 

35. 

Trade  coin  of  Amsterdam 

6. 

Apron  top 

38. 

Florentine  double  zecchino 

7. 

Egyptian  diety 

40. 

Goddess  of  dawn 

8. 

Inscribed  counter 

42. 

Army  auxiliary 

9. 

Son-in-law  of  Muhammad 

45. 

Sharply  raised  coin  rim 

10. 

Annamese  copper  coin 

47. 

Sprinkled  over 

11. 

Copper  coin  of  India 

48. 

River  in  Asia 

17. 

Furrow 

49. 

Tree  money 

19. 

Newt 

50. 

Chart 

22. 

Spill  or  splash 

51. 

Wife  of  Shiva 

23. 

Four  : comb,  form 

52. 

Negative  : comb,  form 

25. 

Finess  of  alloy  : Ger. 

53. 

Coin  corrosion  mark 

26. 

Revise 

54. 

Fuss 

27. 

Cambodian  silver  ingots 

The  solution  to  this  NUMISMATIC  CROSSWORD  PUZZLE  will  appear  in  the 
next  issue  of  the  NI  BULLETIN. 

************************************************************************* 

THE  BRITISH  1983  1-POUND  COIN 

by  John  DeMavais , Dallas,  Texas,  NI  # 1539 

The  British  government  issued  a 1-pound  coin  in  April  1983.  The  piece 
is  brass,  22.5mm  in  diameter,  and  weighs  9.5  grams.  It  bears  the 
usual  bust  of  Elizabeth  II  on  the  obverse  and  the  crowned  and  support- 
ed arms  of  the  United  Kingdom  on  the  reverse.  The  edging  consists  of 
the  legend  "DECUS  ET  TUTAMEN"  in  incuse  letters  underneath  fine  reed- 
ing. This  lettered-reeded  edging  is  unusual  and  recalls  the  edges 
of  certain  Belgian  coins  of  the  1930's.  "DECUS  ET  TUTAMEN"  means 
"an  ornament  and  a safeguard"  and  thus  explains  its  own  purpose. 

This  motto  was  first  used  on  large,  milled  silver  coins  three  cent- 
uries ago. 

The  coin  is  generally  reminiscent  of  the  dumpy  nickel -brass  three- 
pences of  1937-1970.  The  new  pound  should  not  be  confused  with  other 
current  British  coins  because  of  its  great  thickness.  When  placed 
with  the  other  coins,  it  stands  head-and-shoul ders  above  the  rest. 

The  new  coin  has  received  some  criticism  from  the  public,  but  one 
should  remember  that  similar  criticism  greeted  the  50  pence  coin 
when  it  was  released  in  1969.  Since  the  pound  now  represents  less 
purchasing  power  than  the  50  pence  did  in  1969,  it  is  proper  that 
the  pound  is  now  in  coin  rather  than  note  form. 

While  most  of  the  new,  large-denomination  coins  introduced  in  the  last 
decade  in  other  countries  have  been  in  the  25  to  29mm  range,  this 
British  piece  is  much  smaller.  The  United  States,  Canada,  Australia 
and  other  nations  might  consider  this  small  module  when  they  intro- 
duce larger  value  coins. 
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CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 


(Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins  from  the  collection  for  research  pur- 
poses, lecture  use,  non-competitive  displays,  or  any  other  reason,  may 
do  so  by  paying  postage  and  insurance  both  directions.) 

Key  to  Listing:  FINE  or  better  for  all  Yeoman  types.  VERY  GOOD  or 

better  for  all  Craig  types.  Underlined  = UNCIRCULATED.  C = Complete. 

1 = Complete  with  at  least  one  uncirculated  type.  CX  ( ) = Com- 

plete except  those  listed.  Mints  are  not  listed  unless  multiple  mints 
for  the  particular  year. 

TOGO:  Y1  - 1925;  Y2  - 1924;  Y3  - 1924;  Y6  - C. 

TONGA:  Y4  - C;  Y5  - C;  Y6  - C;  Y7  - C;  Y8  - C;  Y9  - C;  Y10  - C;  YlOa 

- C;  Yll  - C;  Y13  - C;  Y18  - C;  Y19  - 1968;  Y20  - 1968;  Y24b  - C; 

Y24c  - Ci  Y25b  - C;  Y25c  - C. 

TRINIDAD  & TOBAGO:  Y1  - C to  1970,  1973;  Y2  - 1966,  1967;  Y3  - C to 

1972  X (1967);  Y4  - 1966  , 1967,  1971  , 1972  ; Y5  - 1966  ; Y7  - C. 

TRISTAN  DA  CUNHA:  Y1  - C. 

TUNISIA:  Cl 73  - 1289;  Y27  - 1914,  1917;  Y28  - 1911,  1916,  1917;  Y29  - 

1921;  Y30  - 1916;  Y31  - 1916;  Y34  - 1918;  Y34a  - C;  Y36  - 1920;  Y37  - 

1941,  1945;  Y38  - 1921,  1941;  Y39  - 1921;  Y47  - 1931;  Y48  - 1938;  Y58  - 

1942;  Y63  - 1954;  Y67  - C;  Y68  - C;  Y69  - C;  Y70  - C;  Y71  - C;  Y72  - C; 

Y73  - C;  Y74  - C. 

TURKEY:  C201a  - C;  Y283b  - 21;  Y285  - 16;  Y285a  - 20;  Y1  - C;  Y2  - C; 

Y3  - C;  Y4  - C;  Y5  - C ; Y6  - C ; Y7  - C ; Y8  - 1 ; Y23  - 3;  Y25  - 26  ; 

Y32  - 20,  33;  Y33  - 8,  11,  33;  Y43  - 3,  4,  5;  Y44  - CX  (2,  3);  Y44a  - 

7;  Y45  - CX  (2,  5);  Y46  - 4;  Y46a  - 8;  Y47  - a;  Y48  - 4;  Y49  - 4;  Y58  - 

C;  Y68a  - C;  Y69  - 1341;  Y69a  - C;  Y70  - 1340;  Y70a  - C;  Y71  - C;  Y71a 

- 1928;  Y88  - 1942,  1943;  Y90  - 1942;  Y91  - 1941;  Y92  - 1945;  Y93  - 

1948,  1949;  Y94  - 1948,  1949;  Y95  - 1949,  1955;  Y96  - CX  (1955);  Y97  - 

1948,  1955,  1956;  Y98  - 1947;  Y99  - 1947;  Y110  - C;  Ylll  - CX  (1967); 

Yll la  - 1972;  Y112  - CX  (1959,  1961,  1968);  Y112a  - 1972;  Y113  - CX 
(1966);  Y1 1 3a  - 1969,  1970;  YA113  - 1971,  1972;  Y114  - CX  (1959,  1961, 
1963);  Yll 4a  - 1969,  1970,  1972;  Y115  - 1960,  1961,  1962,  1965;  Y115a  - 
1970,  1972;  Y116  - C;  Y117  - C;  Y117a  - C to  1971  X (1968);  YA118  - 
1971;  YA1 18a  - C. 


TURKS  & CAICOS  IS.:  Y1  - C. 

TUVALU:  Y1  - 1976. 

UGANDA:  Y1  - 1966;  Y2  - 1966,  1968;  Y3  - 1966;  Y4  - 1966;  Y5  - 1966, 

1968;  Y6  - C;  Y7  - C. 

UNITED  ARAB  EMIRATES:  Y1  - C ; Y2  - C ; Y3  - C ; Y4  - C ; Y5  - C ; Y6  - C. 

URUGUAY:  Y6  - C;  Y15  - 1909;  Y16  - 1924,  1936;  Y16a  - 1946,  1947; 

Y17  - 1924,  1941;  Y17a  - 1946,  1951;  Y19  - C;  Y25  - C;  Y28  - C;  Y29  - 
C;  Y30  - C;  Y31  - 1953;  Y33  - C;  Y34  - C;  Y35  - C;  Y36  - C;  Y37  - C; 

Y38  - C;  Y40  - C;  Y41  - C;  Y42  - C;  Y43  - C;  Y45  - C;  Y46  - C;  Y47  - C; 

Y48  - C;  Y49  - C;  Y54  - C. 

VATICAN.  Papal  States  - Roman  Republic:  C21  - C;  C23  - C.  Papal 

States:  C20a  - C;  C74  - 1778;  Y169a  - 1851B  ,VI , 1852B,VI,  1853R ,VI 1 1 ; 
Cl  87  - 1 867- XX 1 1 , 1 868- XX 1 1 1 . Vatican  City:  Y1  - 1931;  Y2  - 1931; 

Y3  - 1937;  Y4  - 1931;  Y5  - 1936;  Y6  - 1931;  Y7  - 1935;  Y8  - 1934 ; Yll 
- C;  Y12  - C;  Y13  - C.  (Vatican  City  to  be  continued  next  month.) 
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BOOK  NEWS 


(Readers  are  invited  to  send  us  reviews  of  the  book  listed  in  this 
section  for  publication  in  the  BOOK  REVIEWS  section.) 

New  Book  due  out  on  Madrid 

MADRID  AND  THE  SPANISH  ECONOMY , (1560-1850),  by  David  R.  Ringrose, 
384pp,  6"  x 9",  is  due  to  be  released  by  the  University  of  California 
in  November  1983.  $35.00  plus  $2.00  postage  in  the  U.S. 

Much  in  the  way  that  Venice  has  been  regarded  as  the  model  of  the  trad- 
ing city,  Madrid  has  been  the  model  for  the  primarily  political  city. 
From  its  rise  at  the  end  of  the  16th  century  until  the  Napoleonic  Wars, 
Madrid  remained  an  imperial  center  much  in  the  tradition  of  imperial 
Rome. 

This  new  reference  will  offer  a new  perspective  on  Spanish  history  and 
a major  case  study  of  city-country  interaction  in  Europe.  It  recon- 
structs the  economy  of  pre-industrial  Madrid,  traces  the  interactions 
between  city  and  hinterland,  and  examines  Madrid's  role  in  the  separ- 
ation of  interior  and  periphery  after  1650.  Mr.  Ringrose's  analysis 
will  help  explain  Spain's  slow  industrialization,  and  reveal  basic 
elements  of  Spain's  socio-political  development. 

When  released,  the  book  will  be  available  from  Dale  Seppa,  103  Sixth 
Avenue  North,  Virginia,  MN  55792. 

******************************************************************** 

THE  1981  COINAGE  OF  THE  REPUBLIC  OF  CHINA  (TAIWAN) 

by  John  DeMarais,  Dallas,  Texas,  NI  § 1539 

A new,  more  rationally  organized  coinage  has  replaced  the  previous 
pieces  developed  piecemeal  over  the  three  previous  decades.  The  new 
coinage  consists  of  four  pieces  representing  the  values  10,  5,  1 and 
1/2  yuan.  The  10  and  5 yuan  pieces  are  cupro-nickel , have  reeded 
edges,  and  are  25  and  22mm  in  diameter  respectively.  The  previous 
5 yuan  coin  was  28mm  in  diameter.  The  1 yuan  coin  is  struck  in 
bronze,  has  a reeded  edge,  and  is  20mm  in  size.  It  replaces  a copper- 
nickel-zinc  piece  of  24mm  first  issued  in  1960.  The  bronze  1/2  yuan 
has  a plain  edge  and  is  18mm  in  diameter.  It  replaces  a brass  piece 
of  23mm  first  issued  in  1967.  The  10  yuan  value  has  previously  been 
represented  by  a banknote. 

The  yuan  is  worth  about  2.5  cents  U.S.  The  pre-1981  coinage  was 
rather  large  for  its  real  value  and  unduly  expensive  to  produce. 

The  new,  compact  series  makes  larger  denominations  in  cupro-nickel 
a rational  possibility.  Other  industrialized  nations  in  the  Far  East 
have  issued  larger  denominations  in  the  last  few  years,  and  a 50-yuan 
piece  would  fall  into  the  same  class  as  the  Japanese  500  yen,  the 
South  Korean  500  won,  and  the  Hong  Kong  5 dollar  coins.  For  the 
first  time,  the  coinage  of  Taiwan  now  has  its  value  expressed  in 
western  as  well  as  Chinese  numerals. 

********************************************************************* 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

B.  F.  Brekke  & Anders  Berglund.  BANISH  DENNINGS.  Published  by  the 
Russian  Numismatic  Society,  P.  0.  Box  3013,  Alexandria,  VA  22302. 

2 1 pp , map,  chart,  i 1 1 us . , $4.00.  (Copy  available  in  NI  Library). 

Shortly  before  1620  Christian  IV  of  Denmark  launched  an  undertaking 
which  in  due  course  led  to  the  production  in  Danish  mints  of  several 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  imitation  of  Russian  silver  wire  kopecks  for 
use  in  the  Danish  trade  in  the  Far  North.  B.  F.  Brekke  traces  the 
background  leading  to  this  issue  of  official  imitations,  and  reviews 
the  convoluted  circumstances  in  which  the  actual  minting  of  the  coins 
occurred.  Anders  Berglund  presents  a comprehensive  corpus  of  the 
pieces  involved.  They  vary  widely  as  to  type.  Some  of  those  he  in- 
cludes had  been  rejected  by  earlier  researchers,  but  Berglund  adduces 
powerfully  persuasive  die-linkage  evidence  to  prove  his  conclusions. 
The  21-page  pamphlet  includes  a double-page  map,  illustrations  of  all 
the  principal  types,  including  5x  enlargements,  and  a fold-out  linkage 
table.  This  treatment  serves  the  specialist  in  these  interesting 
pieces  - now  become  rare,  as  well  as  helping  the  alert  general  col- 
lector spot  them  in  unsuspecting  junk-boxes. 

Reviewed  by  Randolph  Zander 


C.  Francis  Rowe,  James  A.  Haxby  and  Robert  J.  Graham,  with  contribu- 
tions by  Ross  W.  Irwin,  Robert  C.  Willey,  Norman  C.  Williams  and  Ruth 
McQuade.  THE  CURRENCY  AND  MEDALS  OF  NEWFOUNDLAND.  Published  by 
J.  Douglas  Ferguson  Historical  Research  Foundation.  1983.  118pp, 

8V1  x 11",  glossy  paper,  profusely  illustrated. 

This  excellent  reference  on  the  currency  and  medals  of  Newfoundland 
was  released  in  mid- July.  Of  the  initial  printing  of  1000  copies, 
about  300  were  donated  by  the  Foundation  (a  non-profit  organization) 
to  leading  numismatic  libraries  and  the  principal  Canadian  musuems 
and  archives.  It  is  available  for  $24.50  Canadian  from  Canadian 
Numismatic  Education  Society,  P.  0.  Box  704,  Sta.  B,  Willowdale, 
Ontario,  Canada  M2K  2P9. 

The  book  is  a deluxe  presentation  in  all  aspects  and  contains  much 
data  not  previously  published.  It  was  some  eight  years  in  the  making. 
The  material  is  presented  in  the  following  six  chapters:  History  of 

Newfoundland,  Merchant  Issues,  Banks  and  Bank  Notes,  Government  Notes, 
Decimal  Coinage  of  Newfoundland  and  Medals  of  Newfoundland.  Two  ap- 
pendices follow,  one  on  Die  Consumption  Records  and  the  other  on  the 
Coinage  Acts  of  1863,  1870,  1887,  1895,  1917  and  1944.  A detailed 
index  concludes  the  volume. 

A brief  history  of  Newfoundland,  Britain's  oldest  colony,  as  well  as 
foreign  coins  and  tokens  and  counterstamped  coins  used  is  Newfoundland, 
is  presented  in  the  chapter  "History  of  Newfoundland". 

The  chapter  on  "Merchant  Issues"  covers  Newfoundland  merchant  tokens 
and  scrip  from  the  early  19th  century  through  the  early  part  of  the 
20th  century,  with  a number  of  little  known  issues  not  generally 
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included  in  catalogues,  illustrated  and  well  described. 

The  history  of  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  two  native  Newfoundland  banks, 
The  Commercial  Bank  of  Newfoundland  and  The  Union  Bank  of  Newfoundland 
is  interestingly  described  in  detail  and  their  attractive  notes  are 
illustrated  in  the  chapter  on  "Banks  and  Bank  Notes". 

The  chapter  on  "Government  Notes"  presents  an  excellent  coverage  of 
Newfoundland  Government  notes  from  the  first  Treasury  Notes  of  1834 
through  the  last  government  issue  of  1920,  with  photos  of  the  various 
type  notes . 

The  35-page  chapter  on  Newfoundland's  decimal  coinage  covers  the 
subject  in  detail  and  is  profusely  illustrated  with  extremely  clear 
photos  of  all  patterns  and  type  currency  coins.  Much  information 
previously  unknown  is  presented  including  details  on  early  die  making 
and  complete  details  on  each  type  coin.  Major  die  varieties  are 
described  and  illustrated. 

Newfoundland's  medals  are  described,  catalogued  and  illustrated  under 
the  following  sections:  commemorative  medals,  athletic  medals, 

temperance  medals,  religious  medals  and  educational  medals. 

The  book  is  easy  to  read  and  should  interest  numismatists  in  all  fields 
of  the  hobby.  It  is  extremely  well  done  and  is  highly  recommended. 

Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 


Chester  L.  Krause  and  Clifford  Mishler,  edited  by  Colin  R.  Bruce  II. 
STANDARD  CATALOG  OF  WORLD  COINS.  Krause  Publications,  700  East  State 
St.,  Iola,  Wisconsin  54990.  $32.50  postapid.  1984pp,  illus. 

The  1984  edition  of  this  standard  work  was  released  in  July  1983  by 
the  publishers.  The  catalogue  is  the  size  of  a large  city  telephone 
directory. 

This  10th  edition  volume  features  listings  by  date  and  mint  mark  for 
over  75,000  coins.  Coverage  spans  over  230  years,  with  entries  from 
the  1 750 ' s through  1983.  Over  1 ,300  coin-issuing  countries , states , 
cities  and  provinces  are  covered.  There  are  some  41,000  actual  size 
coin  photographs  in  the  catalogue  with  every  type  coin  photographic- 
ally covered.  Thus,  it  is  an  ideal  volume  for  the  topical  collector. 
Valuations  are  in  up  to  4 grades  and  are  given  in  U.S.  dollars.  A 
number  of  experts  have  checked  and  revised  valuations  with  192,000 
price  revisions. 

Hundreds  of  new  and  updated  notations  have  been  added  to  the  listings 
to  clarify  design  differences  and  production  information,  including 
the  presence  of  restrikes  or  other  descriptive  items  found  in  the 
market  place. 

Additions  to  the  catalog  include  more  data  for  Annam  (Vietnam),  cover- 
ing coins  of  Le  Empire  (1750-1789),  the  Nguyen  Kingdom  (1739-1766)  and 
the  Tayson  Rebellion  period  (1778-1802). 
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German  States  listings  have  been  enlarged  with  the  addition  of  certain 
18th  century  issues  from  7 states. 

Bullion  values  can  be  easily  figured  with  the  data  provided  in  indiv- 
idual coin  listings.  Actual  silver,  gold  and  platinum  weights  are 
given  for  all  machine-struck  coins  in  those  metals.  The  figure  can 
be  multiplied  by  spot  bullion  prices  to  arrive  at  bullion  value. 

The  new  edition  features  helpful  aids  for  identifying  coins  and  locat- 
ing countries  of  origin.  Issuers  can  be  found  by  matching  a coin's 
dominant  design  with  the  known  designs  pictured  in  the  Instant  Identi- 
fier. 

Craig,  Yeoman  and  Krause-Mi shier  numbering  systems  are  incorporated 
for  convenient  cross  reference. 


Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 


John  J.  TePaske  and  Herbert  S.  Klein.  THE  ROYAL  TREASURIES  OF  THE 
SPANISH  EMPIRE  IN  AMERICA.  (3  volumes).  Published  1982,  Duke  Uni- 
versity Publications  Dept. 

Covering  a span  of  two  and  one-half  centuries,  these  accounts  of  the 
income  and  expenditures  of  four  key  areas  of  the  Spanish  Empire  in 
America  comprise  a remarkably  revealing  economic  record.  Data  from 
these  accounts  constitute  a detailed  record  of  the  fiscal  structure 
and  economy  of  important  areas  of  the  Spanish  New  World  and  are  an 
indispensable  source  for  the  study  of  colonial  Spanish  America  and 
of  the  world  economy  in  the  early  modern  period.  The  authors  have 
provided  instructions  to  each  volume  explaining  how  to  use  the  data. 

Vol . 1,  Peru:  563pp.  Arequipa,  Cailloma,  Carabaya,  Castrovi rreyna , 

Chachapoyas  , Cuzco,  Huamanga,  Huancavelica , Jauja,  Lima,  Piura  y 
Paita,  Puno,  Sana,  San  Juan  de  Matucana,  Trujillo,  Vico  y Pasco. 

$55.00  U.S.  plus  $2.00  postage  in  the  U.S. 

Vol.  2,  Upper  Peru  (Bolivia):  422pp.  Arica,  Carangas,  Charcas, 

Chucuito,  Cochabamba,  La  Paz,  Oruro,  Potosi , Santa  Cruz  de  la  Sierra. 
$45.00  U.S.  plus  $2.00  postage  in  the  U.S. 

Vol.  3,  Chile  and  the  Rio  de  la  Plata:  406pp.  Chiloe,  Concepcion, 

Mendoza,  Santiago,  Valdivia,  Buenos  Aires,  Catamarca,  Cordoba  de 
Tucanam,  Corrientes,  Jujui  , La  Rioja,  Maldonado,  Montevideo,  Para- 
guay, Salta,  San  Juan,  Santa  Fe  de  Veracruz,  Santiago  del  Estero, 
Tucuman.  $45.00  U.S.  plus  $2.00  postage  in  the  U.S. 

The  complete  3-volume  set  is  available  for  $125.00  postpaid  in  the 
U.S.  Elsewhere,  add  $10.00  for  additional  postage  and  handling. 
Available  from  the  reviewer,  103  Sixth  Avenue  North,  Virginia  MN  55792. 

Reviewed  by  Dale  Seppa 
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Luis  Alberto  Musso  - Ambrosi.  URUGUAY  - BRASIL  Y SUS  ME  DALLAS.  Pub- 
lished by  Instituto  de  Cultura  Uruguayo  Brasileno  in  Montevideo,  1976. 
Over  195pp,  bibliography,  indexes  and  plates. 


This  Spanish  language  book  is  divided  into  several  sections.  The  most 
important  of  these  sections  for  the  exonumismatist  is  as  follows:  I - 

Uruguayan  medals  honoring  Brasil  or  persons  of  Brasilian  nationality. 

II  - Brasilian  medals  honoring  Uruguay  or  persons  of  Uruguayan  nation- 
ality. Ill  - Uruguayan-Brasi lian  medals  or  medals  relating  to  subjects 
common  to  both  countries.  IV  - Uruguayan  medals  that  directly  cite 
acts  related  to  the  history  of  both  countries.  V - Medals  which  bear 
the  flag,  coat  of  arms  or  name  of  Brasil.  VI  - Brasilian  medals  mint- 
ed in  Uruguay,  including  hacienda  tokens.  VII  - Military  decorations. 


The  catalog  has  87  items  illustrated  with  full  size  photos,  and  each 
item  is  described  in  detail.  Over  a dozen  sketches  of  the  most  im- 
portant engravers  are  given.  All  of  the  items  are  indexed  chrono- 
logically, as  well  as  by  engraver  and  by  subject. 


The  book  is  fairly  scarce  based  on  my  experience  as  I have  only  owned 
two  copies  since  it  was  published  7 years  ago. 

Reviewed  by  Dale  Seppa 


Afonso  Arinos  de  Melo  Franco  & Claudio  Pacheco.  HISTORIA  DO  BANCO  DO 

In  BRASIL.  4 volumes.  Brasil,  1973.  Vol . I - PRIMEIRA  FASE  - 1808-1835. 

W'  275pp.  Vol.  II  - PRIMEIRA  FASE  - 1808-1835.  291pp.  Vol.  Ill  - 350pp. 

Vol.  IV  - 386pp.  Tables,  illustrations,  indexes  and  notes. 

This  massive  detailed  work  was  finished  in  1957  but  was  never  printed 
until  1973-1974.  This  is  the  only  detailed  work  covering  the  early 
priod  of  the  Banco  do  Brasil  of  which  I am  aware.  When  one  considers 
that  in  over  1200  pages  the  work  only  covers  the  1808-1870  period,  it 
should  be  obvious  that  there  is  much  food  for  thought  included.  I 
would  like  to  make  some  more  intelligent  comments  on  the  content  but 
language  difficulties  preclude  any  more  comments  at  this  time.  It 
is  clearly  written  and  anyone  with  a working  knowledge  of  Spanish  or 
Brasil ian-Portuguese  should  have  no  trouble  with  it  BUT  it  will  be  a 
time  consuming  endeavour. 

In  the  nine  years  since  its  publication,  I have  only  owned  two  copies 
of  this  work  and  I know  of  none  for  sale  at  this  time. 

Reviewed  by  Dale  Seppa. 

********************************************************************** 


CANADA'S  THREE  MINTS 


In  1975  the  Winnipeg,  Manitoba  Province  mint  joined  two  other  of  Can- 
ada's mints  producing  various  coins.  Actually,  it  is  a branch  of  the 
Ottawa  Mint  (opened  1908);  the  Hull  (Quebec)  facility  has  been  produc- 
ing Collector  Coins  and  Sets,  including  the  gold  coins,  as  a branch 
mint  for  some  years.  Denis  Cudahy  was  Winnipeg's  first  General  Manager. 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

Dale  Seppa,  103  Sixth  Avenue  North,  Virginia,  MN  55792:  Would  like 

to  purchase  a number  of  COSTA  RICA  Y15.1  and  Y15.2,  25<t  1886  and  1887 
in  strict  Very  Fine  or  better.  Also  need  various  dates  of  BOLIVIA 
4 S pieces. 

Fred  G.  van  den  Haak,  P.  0.  Box  11484,  Palo  Alto,  CA  94306:  WANTED 

FOR  RESEARCH  - Netherlands  silver  25<t  1943  overdate  (1943  over  1941), 
mintmastermark  of  palm  tree  and  minted  in  Philadelphia.  If  possible 
I would  like  to  photograph  and  compare  specimens.  Will  pay  postage 
and  insurance  both  ways. 

Fred  Drost,  NI  BULLETIN  Article  Editor,  110  Ridgefield  St.,  Meriden, 

CT  06450:  Need  for  upcoming  articles  - photos  of  coin  of  Russian 
Tsar  Ivan  III.  Also  of  Otto  the  Great,  King  of  Saxony  (936  AD  and 
Holy  Roman  Emperor).  Will  return  photos  afterward  if  requested. 

Dale  Seppa,  103  Sixth  Avenue  North,  Virginia,  MN  55792:  Would  like 

to  purchase  Paraguay  5 Centavos  1900  (Y-6)  in  Very  Fine  or  better 
condition.  Need  several  pieces  if  possible. 

David  Paszamant,  P.  0.  Box  215,  New  Brunswick,  N.J.  08903:  I am  in 

the  process  of  cataloging  coins  and  currency  depicting  Jews  or  Jewish 
subjects  of  countries  other  than  Israel.  . This  would  also  include 
currency  carrying  the  signatures  of  Jews  such  as  Henry  Morgenthau  on 
U.S.  notes.  Please  give  country  and  Y or  P number.  Any  help  would 
be  appreciated. 

Halbert  Carmichael,  Box  5625,  Raleigh,  N.C.  27650:  I am  interested 

in  corresponding  with  members  concerning  birds  on  coins,  especially 
with  anyone  with  any  information  about  the  identity  of  the  birds  on 
the  Indonesian  coins  of  1970. 

Bill  Kline,  P.  0.  Box  15,  Reynoldsburg,  Ohio  43068:  WANT  LIST  SERVICE 

- By  type,  date  or  condition.  Send  lists  to  A1  Oravec  or  myself  at 
this  address. 

Lt.  Col.  Joseph  E.  Boling,  c/o  Unit  Two,  APO  San  Francisco  96503  USA: 
Since  August  10th,  1983,  this  is  my  new  address  for  members  in  the 
U.S.  wishing  to  contact  me. 

ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Committee  will  accept,  from 

NI  members  only,  any  numismatic  item,  whether  paper,  metal  or  what- 
ever, for  attribution.  We  must  limit  the  items  to  a TOTAL  OF  SIX 
(6)  MAXIMUM.  The  cost  is  just  advance  payment  of  return  postage, 
including  sufficient  for  insurance  or  registration,  if  desired.  Send 
to  NI  Attribution  Committee,  P.  0.  Box  2057,  Saugatuck  Station,  West- 
port,  Conn.  06880,  U.S. A. 

WANTED:  Contributors  to  this  page.  The  Member  Notice  Page  is  FREE^ 

to  all  NI  members.  About  the  only  rules  are  no  "for  sale"  items  will 
be  accepted  and  all  responses  requiring  a reply  must  be  answered. 

In  months  in  which  the  page  should  become  over-subscribed,  priority 
will  be  given  to  research  type  notes. 


320 


